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 5M8 Newsletter 
www.lionsof5m8.org                                                   

September 2026 

 

MulƟple District 
5M is made up of 

12 districts,         
comprised of   
Minnesota,     

Manitoba  and northwest  Ontario, Canada As of August 
2026 there are  17,199 members 

Email update for PDG Dave Thompson: 

dthompson7053@yahoo.com 
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Registration Form 

Lions 5M8 Mini Forum and Awards Banquet 

All Lions, Lionesses, and Leos are invited to attend the 5M8 Mini Forum 

Date: Tuesday, October 13, 2026 

Place: Jack & Jims  Duelm 

Time: Social Hour 5:30 PM          Dinner 6:30 PM        Program to Follow 

Menu: Roast Beef, Mashed potatoes, Gravy, with sides, coffee, water, and milk 

Special Dietary Requirements____________________________________________________ 

Registration: $29 Per Person if registered before September 29, 2026. 

 $31 after cutoff with October 6, 2026 the deadline 

Make checks payable to District 5M8.  

Mail registration form with payment to: 

1VDG Marty Breuer    2454 Rainbow St.     Brook Park , MN  55007 

 For additional information: 

Please contact me at mjbreuer@msn.com or call 320-336-8600 

Guest Speaker: Dr. Jim Molde  from Kidsight 

Lions/Leos and Guests Title/Name 

___________________________________________ Club_______________________________ 

___________________________________________Club_______________________________ 

___________________________________________ Club_______________________________ 

___________________________________________Club_______________________________ 

___________________________________________ Club_______________________________ 

___________________________________________ Club_______________________________ 

Please use the back to add more registrant names.  
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News from 5M8  

 

 

 

 
Fellow Lions, 
      What a busy and exciting start to our new Lion year! 
The past month has been filled with learning, fellowship, ser-
vice, and many opportunities to connect with Lions throughout 
our District. It has certainly reminded me that “We Serve” is 
more than a motto—it is a way of life! 

One of the highlights was an intense and informative 
meeting with Past International President Brian Sheehan, who 
shared important updates from the international level. We dis-
cussed new approaches to increasing membership, strengthen-
ing our clubs, and, most importantly, how we can use the expe-
rience and talents of our fellow Lions to help build stronger 
clubs and a stronger District. We truly have an incredible re-
source in one another! 

We also enjoyed a fun evening celebrating the home-
coming of International Director Burt Nelson. It was a wonderful 
opportunity to celebrate his accomplishments and the pride we 
have in having one of our own representing Lions at the interna-
tional level. 

I attended my first Council of Governors meeting, 
where I had the opportunity to sit at the head table and partici-
pate in important discussions and decisions that will help sup-
port Lions throughout our Districts. It is both an honor and a 
responsibility to have a role in helping guide our organization. 

Our first District 5M8 Cabinet meeƟng was a great suc-
cess, with excellent aƩendance and parƟcipaƟon from Cabinet 
members. The budget for the coming year was presented and 
approved, giving us a strong foundaƟon for the year ahead. 

We were also reminded to recognize and appreciate the 
contribuƟons and service of Lions throughout our amazing Dis-
trict. Every Lion, every club, and every act of service helps make 
District 5M8 stronger. I am grateful for the dedicaƟon of our 
Cabinet and look forward to a wonderful year of working to-
gether to serve our communiƟes. 

As the District Governor Liaison to the Minnesota Lions 
Vision Foundation Board, I also completed the training neces-
sary to better understand the responsibilities of serving on this 
prestigious board. The work of the Vision  

Foundation is especially meaningful as we continue to 
live the challenge Helen Keller gave to Lions—to become the 
“Knights of the Blind.” 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The past month has also provided many wonderful op-

portunities to visit our clubs. I have completed five District Gov-
ernor visits, including some wonderful picnics held in beautiful 
Lions parks, and attended a Zone meeting. These visits are one 
of my favorite parts of serving as your District Governor because 
they allow me to meet Lions, hear your stories, see your service 
firsthand, and learn what makes each club special. 

There have also been many celebrations along the way. 
It was a privilege to celebrate 50 years of service for Lions Dick 
and Toots Bakken of the Cold Spring Lions and Cold Spring Home 
Pride Lions Clubs. I also enjoyed being included in the Cold 
Spring Parade, Thanks to Lion Fred who drove his 1970 Pontiac 
Bonneville—what a fun way to celebrate Lions and our commu-
nities! 

Another special milestone was celebrating the Rockville 
Lions Club’s 50 years of service. Fifty years of giving back to the 
community is an incredible accomplishment, and I was honored 
to join them in celebrating this important anniversary. 

And finally, I had the privilege of attending the “Ride for 
Eyes” in Sobieski. It was truly an honor to be part of this event 
and to witness Lions coming together in support of vision and 
the important work of the Minnesota Lions Vision Foundation. 

As I look back on this first month, I realize just how 
much can happen when Lions come together. Five District Gov-
ernor visits, a Zone meeting, celebrations, meetings, training, 
parades, picnics, and service projects—and this is only the be-
ginning! 

I am grateful for every Lion who has welcomed me, 
shared a meal, invited me to an event, or simply taken the time 
to share your passion for Lions. I look forward to continuing this 
journey with all of you. 

Let’s keep building on our momentum, supporting one 
another, growing our membership, and—most importantly—
continuing to serve our communities.                                                          
Together, we can make a difference! ”Let Service Ring” 

 
Yours in Lionism,  
Diann Bellmont 
District Governor 
District 5M8 
We Serve! ô 
 

Porch Notes from District Governor Diann : A Busy and Exciting Start to Our Lion Year! 
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2026-2027 District Governor 
      Club Visit Request Form 
  

 Date Requested:_______________________________ 

 Club RequesƟng:______________________________ 

 Preferred Date:________________________________ 

   Alternate Date:________________________________ 

                                                                                                                                
Address of MeeƟng:_________________________________________________________ 

Social:_______________Meal:______________ MeeƟng Time:________________ 

DG Aƫre (Circle) : DG Suit or Lions Business Casual 

Point of Contact for Visit:_____________________________________________ 

Preferred Phone #:_____________________ Email: ________________________ 

List if more than one Club is aƩending: 

 Club Name:     Pres/Sec/Treasurer Names: 

 

 

Special Requests/InducƟons:__________________________________________________ 

 

My Chosen ChariƟes:             Diann Bellmont 
LCIF                       15433 - 241ST Street 
MN LIONS VISION FOUNDATION      Cold Spring, MN 56320 
MN LIONS DIABETES FOUNDATION      Email: LIONPRIDECS@GMAIL.COM 
            Cell: (320)492-1974 
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2nd Vice District Governor Kimberly Stommes  
 

 

The Power of One Invitation 

“Invite one person. Welcome one new volunteer. Start one ripple 
of service.” 

Small invitaƟons can create lasƟng impact.  

Dear Lions of District 5M8, 

As summer begins to wind down and our clubs prepare for a busy fall, I am reminded that some of the most 
meaningful service begins with a very simple quesƟon: “Would you like to join us?” 

Each of us became a Lion because someone invited us, welcomed us, or showed us what Lions can accom-
plish. That single invitaƟon can create a ripple effect—bringing a new volunteer into our club, a future lead-
er into our district, and addiƟonal help to the people who depend upon our service. 

This month, I encourage every Lion to invite one person to aƩend a meeƟng or parƟcipate in a service pro-
ject. Tell them why you became a Lion and, more importantly, why you remain one. People may not fully 
understand what Lions do unƟl they experience our service firsthand. 

As your Second Vice District Governor, I look forward to visiƟng clubs, learning about your projects, and 
hearing your ideas for strengthening Lionism throughout District 5M8. Please feel free to invite me to an 
upcoming meeƟng or event. I am here to listen, learn, and support you in any way I can. 

Thank you for the countless ways you serve your communiƟes. Whether your club is compleƟng a large 
community project or quietly helping one person in need, your work maƩers. Together, let’s conƟnue in-
viƟng others to join us, developing new leaders, and ensuring that service conƟnues to ring throughout Dis-
trict 5M8. 

Yours in Service, 

Kimberly Stommes 
Second Vice District Governor  |  District 5M8  |  Kimberly.stommes@gmail.com 



 6 

6 

 

Every fall, Lions, corneal transplant recipients, donor families, Helen 
Keller Award recipients, and friends of Lions gather for Thanksgiving 
for Vision—a special event that celebrates the miracle of restored vi-
sion. The day begins with an educaƟonal symposium highlighƟng the 
research and clinical work taking place at the University of Minnesota 
Department of Ophthalmology and Visual Neurosciences. An inspira-

Ɵonal luncheon program follows, featuring a corneal transplant recipient who shares how their life has been 
transformed by the sight-saving work of Minnesota Lions. A donor family also shares their experience working 
with Lions GiŌ of Sight. Throughout the day, a silent aucƟon raises funds to support our many vision-related 
projects, including the Lions Children’s Eye Clinic, the Lions Macular DegeneraƟon Center, the Lions Eye Surgery 
Center, Lions GiŌ of Sight, and the Lions Used Eyeglass CollecƟon. In addiƟon to our ongoing support of these 
important programs, we are exploring the possibility of invesƟng in a new Lions Eye InsƟtute—an exciƟng op-
portunity to further our commitment to vision. We hope two Lions from every club will join us, and we espe-
cially encourage all July 2025–June 2026 Helen Keller Award recipients to aƩend. Remember, vision was the 
first cause supported by     Lions. We encourage you to come celebrate our long history of changing lives 
through vision and to be part of this special Thanksgiving For Vision tradiƟon. 

Please feel free to contact your 5M8 MLVF representaƟves if any quesƟons, you'd like to donate to the Silent AucƟon or 
you'd like us to come visit your club: DG Diann is the DG Liaison for MLVF, IPDG Zach Wosmek and Lion Sherri Schmitz 
are the 5M8 Directors 

MN Lions Vision Foundation 
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Looking for- Eyeglass Recycling Chair to 
take over the Lions Eyeglass Recycling 
Center program.  Contact DG Diann @ 

dibellmont@gmail.com for further      
informaƟon and quesƟons. 

Help Needed ! 

District 5M8 is seeking Lions leaders to serve as 
Zone Chairpersons for Zone 6 . This is a great oppor-
tunity to support clubs, encourage communicaƟon, 
strengthen leadership and help clubs succeed 
throughout the district. A Zone  Chairperson serves 
as a link between the clubs in the zone and the dis-
trict leadership. In this role you will:                                                                                     
*Lead Zone meeƟngs (3 annually), Support club 
health and growth *Encourage service, leadership 
and membership development, *Help strengthen 
communicaƟon between clubs and district leader-
ship. 

If you enjoy working with others. SupporƟng local 
clubs and helping Lions make an even greater im-
pact, this may be the perfect opportunity for you.  

If you are interested in serving as Zone Chairperson 
for Zone 5 or Zone 6 or would like to recommend a 
qualified Lions, please contact District5M8 Leader-
ship Team.                                                                        

PCC Jack Breitkreutz jabre@izoom.net 

PCC Todd Neuman deerhilltgn@gmail.com 

 

 

Step up, get involved, & help 

make a difference across   

District 5M8! 

Cabinet MeeƟng dates: 

Monday November 30 

Monday March 29 

 

 

East side VFW, St. Cloud                                                      
5 pm social                                                                        

5:30 FoundaƟon                                                                       
6 pm meal                                                                        

6:30 meeƟng   

Heads up Treasurers (and Presidents) —  
StarƟng the 2026-2027 Lion year, there is an 
amendment to the club suspension policy that 
is posted online, changing the 120-day suspen-
sion rule to 90 days. AutomaƟc cancellaƟon 
will be scheduled the second month following 
suspension. 
So check the Portal for your Club’s dues state-
ment and get it paid. You might also make a 
plan to check monthly for invoices from LCI so 
that nothing is missed. No one wants a club 
suspended for nonpayment.  FYI: On the Red Cross app, if you join 

a blood giving team “Lions InternaƟon-
al” you will get credit at the interna-

Ɵonal level for Lions Impact.  Of 
course, you need to   also add it to 

your own club reporƟng.   
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TEAM SHEEHAN FOUNDATION 
     

ON BEHALF OF THE TEAM SHEEHAN 
CHARITABLE FOUNDATION. I’D LIKE TO THANK ALL THE 
MD5M LIONS FOR THEIR GENEROUS CONTRIBUTION TO 
THE TEAM SHEEHAN CHARITABLE FOUNDATION.  AS YOU 
MAY KNOW. “THE MISSION OF THE TEAM SHEEHAN CHARI-
TABLE FOUNDATION IS TO EMPOWER MD5M LIONS CLUBS 
TO PROVIDE GREATER SERVICE BY BOOSTING THEIR ABILITY 
TO COMPLETE COMMUNITY PROJECTS WITH MATCHING 
GRANTS”. 

WE’RE VERY PROUND OF THE GRANTS WE WERE ABLE TO 
AWARD. WE GAVE OUT GRANTS EVERY QUARTER. 

HERE IS THE LIST OF GRANTS WE GAVE OUT IN JULY OF 
2026-2027 

$1,500 IN DISTRICT 5M1  TO THE SE MN MENTAL HEALTH 
CYBER CLUB BRANCH LIONS CLUB FOR KITS-APPRECIATION-
SUPPORTS KITS FOR 1ST RESPONDERS 

$3,000 TO DISTRICT  5M11 SAGE CREEK AND AREA LIONS 
CLUB  TO INSTALLING TWO WALLMOUNTED BASKETBALL 
NETS AT THE ST EDWARDS SCHOOL  IN WINNIPEG 

$3,000 IN DISTRICT 5M7  CENTERVILLE LIONS CLUB FOR 
POWERPACK PROGRAM TO PROVIDE A WEEKEND BAG OF 
FOOD FOR SCHOOL AGE CHILDREN 

$450.00 TO DISTRICT 5M8 TO FARMING LIONS CLUB FOR A 
TRAILER TO COLLECT ALUMINUM CANS FOR THE FARMING 
COMMUNITY CENTER. 

$500.00 DISTRICT 5M4 TO THE ASHBY LIONS CLUB A NON-
PROFIT COUMMUNITY COFFEE SHOP  FOR PEOPLE TO 
GATHER AND GIVE INITIATIVE. 

OUR GRANTS HAVE BEEN VARID BOTH IN PURPOSE AND 
LOCATION TO ENSURE THE GOOD WORK LIONS DO 
THROUGHOUT THE MULTIPLE.  WE ARE TRULY GRATEFUL 
FOR THE GENEROSITY AND FAITH THE LIONS OF MD5M 
HAVE BEEN WITH THE TSCF DONATION AND HOPE YOU 
AGREE THE TSCF IS WORTLEY OF YOUR CONTINUED SUP-
PORT 

Grants ApplicaƟon are on line at www team-
sheehan.foundaƟon 

Please send the grant applicaƟon to Donna Mae Landwehr 
TSCF 5M8 Director  billanddonnal@myctl.net 

Family & Women Special-
ist 

“Rooted in Service” is Li-
on’s InternaƟonal Presi-
dent Lion Mark Lyon’s 
theme.  Service is the 
foundaƟon of Lions. It’s 

who we are and what we do.  Our roots run deep – 
stretching far and wide to build lasƟng connecƟons 
and strengthen our world. Every Ɵme we serve, our 
roots grow stronger and deeper.  To be able to 
achieve this goal we need help and this is where 
you, as a member, come in.  Without your assis-
tance in asking women to join your club, the club 
membership will not grow.  Those new members 
will help you achieve the community service need-
ed in your area.    

Our District now has 870 women and we hoping to 
increase this number before the end of the year.  
We are seƫng a goal this year of 15 more women 
this year. This doesn’t sound like much BUT once 
you take away the number of women who leave 
and increase the number you add, the count is like 
a roller coaster!   We are planning that by the end 
of the year, we should end up with 885 women.  

Here is our “Roller Coaster”. We have 12 new wom-
en members and we dropped 8 since July, that 
makes a gain of 4.  Focus on the service that we do 
and the people that we help.  Tell a story about Li-
ons. Always be posiƟve when talking about your 
club. Reconnect with your Lions roots. Have Fun.  
We Serve. 

 

PDG Donna Mae Landwehr 

PDG William Landwehr 

Lion Cheri Appel 
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GreeƟngs Lions, 

On Sunday September 13 at 7 pm  CST I will be conducƟng a training seminar for Lions who wish to be-
come CerƟfied Screeners.  This seminar will last approximately 1 hour and cover the anatomy of the eye, vision 
condiƟons we screen for and how our instruments determine if there is a vision condiƟon requiring referral.  
We will also cover proper use of the screening instruments. 

I would encourage those interested to go to the KidSight USA (yes the name has not been changed there yet) 
and go to the “Get CerƟfied” tab where you can view the Training Manual prior to the session. 

AŌer the seminar you can access the CerƟfied Screener Test and take it online.  If you pass, your name will be 
added to the CerƟfied Screener list and you should receive a cerƟficate from KidSight and a name badge with 
CerƟfied Screener on it.  Although many Lions are successfully screening without cerƟficaƟon, having this desig-
naƟon is proof of competency to the staff where we screen. 

Please let Lions in your respecƟve districts know of this opportunity, collect the emails of those interested and 
send to me by September 9th so I can add them to the Zoom invitaƟon  

In Service, 

Dr Jim Molde, Chair MD5M Lions KidSight FoundaƟon 

Fellow Lions the call to warm up our skills to provide quality screenings to children of Lions Dis-
trict 5M8 is upon us.  I encourage clubs to take advantage of the cerƟficaƟon training being 
made available by our MD5M KidSight Director Dr. Jame Molde.  He will be offering a zoom 
training session Sunday Sept 13th at 7:00 p.m.  When we show up at an event and proudly dis-
play our credenƟals it sends a message to school staff and parents that we are indeed qualified 
to screen their children’s eyes.  Those that have gone through the training in the past can bene-
fit from a refresher course as to what we screen for and the why. 

There are some changes to the forms.  The biggest change is the referral form.  When going to MD5M Kid-
Sight FoundaƟon pdf forms the referral form will open with a list of districts.  Select 5M8 and the form will 
have the QR code that our district director will receive if the parent responds to the code.  Also, a reminder to 
report the acƟvity on the forms provided with the screeners.  For those that own your own screeners the re-
port forms are listed in the MD5M KidSight pdf list of forms. 

With school just around the corner, it is Ɵme to reach out to the schools leƫng them know you are ready to 
come in and assist them with vision screenings.  You may be dealing with new staffing at the school and may 
have to inform them as to what KidSight can do for them. Reach out to your Directors for assistance if need-
ed. 

Here is to a successful school year and lets help our children see what they cannot see. 

Welcome Lion Kathi Schmidt from St. Joseph Y2K Lions as 5M8 KidSight Co-Director.    

Marty Breuer, 1VDG, KidSight Director 
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GLOBAL SERVICE 
InternaƟonal President Mark Lyon’s theme is “Rooted in Service”. 

Lions Clubs InternaƟonal has three focus areas weeks of service 
Vision – October 8-18, 2026. Plan on a service for World Sight Day, October 8, 2026. 
Youth – February 13-14, 2027. Plan on serving children and youth across all of Lions In-
ternaƟonal global causes. Childhood Cancer Day is February 15, 2027. 
Environment – May 28-June 6, 2027. Take part in a week of service focused on protecƟng 

the environment and creaƟng a more sustainable environment. 
When your club does an acƟvity in the designated month and Ɵme, report the service acƟvity in the Lions 
Portal and report to the zone chair that your club completed the acƟvity. 
 
The MulƟple District has established months of service: 

July – Vision 
August – Youth 
September – Childhood Cancer 
October – Vision  
November – Diabetes 
December – Humanitarian 
January – LCIF/Disaster Relief 
February – Youth 
March – Hunger 
April – Vision and Hearing 
May – Humanitarian 
June - Environment 

 
Besides these focus areas District 5M8’s Global Service Team has set some goals for the 2026-27 Lions Year. 

District 5M8 will serve 500,00 people by June 30, 2027. 
District 5M8 will volunteer 55,000 hours of service by June 30, 2027. 
Ninety percent of District 5M8 Lions Clubs will report service acƟviƟes each month on the Lions Portal by 

June 30, 2027. 
Each 5M8 Lions Club will have completed all three Lions Clubs InternaƟonal focus areas weeks of service 

by June 30, 2027. 
We would like all clubs in District 5M8 to strive to help us achieve these goals by reporƟng  all your service 
acƟviƟes and your club meeƟngs. 
 
5M8 Global Service Team                                                                                                                                                                                                 
PDG Amy Leidenfrost, frankandamyl35@gmail.com   218-894-1935 
PCC Debbi Harms, 1lionlady@charter.net 320-699-0393 



 14 

14 

“Changing of the Guard” Immediate Past District Governor Zach officially passed the gavel to District Governor 
Diann at the first Cabinet meeƟng for the new Lions Year. Two invaluable Lions that are DG Diann “right & leŌ” 

hands in our district… Cabinet Secretary Colleen & Treasurer Past District Governor Dave                                                 

 

Thank you for 
stepping up for 
the 2026-2027 

Lions year! 

I want-
ed to 
share 
three 
ways 
you and 

your Lions Clubs and District can help support our 
mission this month: 
 
The September ediƟon of Leading the Way is ready 
to share with your districts and newsleƩer editors. 
This newsleƩer includes an invitaƟon to partner with Leader Dog for the first Week of Service of this Lions year, a 
celebraƟon of how many clients were served last year, and a story about Summer Visits. Download the ediƟon at 
September 2026 or share the following link for anyone to access: hƩps://
leaderdogsfortheblind918.sharepoint.com/:f:/s/Philanthropy-LDFB/
IgBl5rZERBblTZNKANOsaqWTAX8r0yvxo5HcPd8TNvd9tP8?e=MIfUQZ 
 
Please encourage your districts to begin preparing for October's Week of Service for the cause of vision! I would 

be delighted to talk with any interested clubs in your district about how they could support Leader Dog and 
people who are blind through a service project. 

 
Our Lions Engagement team, CEO Lion Melissa Weisse and many Leader Dog clients will be at USA/Canada Fo-

rum in September. If you know of any Lions in your district who are planning to aƩend, please invite them to 
visit our booth in the exhibitor's hall and aƩend our seminar on Friday, September 3rd from 3:30 - 4:40 p.m. in 
room 104. We will be sharing easy ways to make Lions events and meeƟngs more accessible to support mem-
ber recruitment and create an amazing experience for all community members.  

 
Thank you for conƟnuing to share our mission with those in your community. Together we can empower those 
who are blind or low vision with a new sense of independence and confidence.   
 
Yours in Lionism, Tracy Voigt 320-630-1264 mnhomeof4@hotmail.com   I also have Shiloh, that lives nearby that I 
might be able to bring.  Please have us speak at your Club meeƟng or Zone MeeƟng. 



 15 

15 

The Luxemburg Lions recently built a 
Barrel train to be used at local parades 
and events to not only give kids ride but 
also to promote the Lions Programs that 
help out our local and naƟonal partners. 
Although not all pictured here,  there is a 
total of 10 cars in the train each pro-
moƟng a Lions program. 

Sandstone Quarry Lions served cake provid-
ed by the City of Sandstone at NaƟonal 

Staples Lions and Bluŏon Lions serving refreshments at 
the MS Bike Ride at the Thomastown Church near Staples. 

Excellence for Community Service, most Notably as a mem-
ber Sartell Lions was presented to Lion ScoƩ Widor pic-

tured are Lions Phil Ringstrom Jack Paulson ScoƩ & Mike 
Deluca 

DG Diann receiving a $7500 donaƟon to the Vision FoundaƟon that 
was raised at last  year at their annual “Ride for Eyes”  

The LiƩle Falls Lindbergh Lions held their 2026 
CanAm Outlander 4 Wheeler with Aluma Trailer  and 
Cash Raffle on August 1st, 2026 at Hilmerson Sports 
Center in LiƩle Falls.  Lucky winner of the 4 Wheeler 

and Trailer was Arla Eastman of LiƩle Falls. 
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Sauk Rapids Lions delivered 
school supplies to Mississippi 
Heights  Elementary & the 
Sauk Rapids Middle schools 

Cold Spring Lions having 
fun at the St Boniface 

Parade in Cold Spring The 
clubs have 2 Lions in their 

community that have 
served for 50 years! Toots 
Bakken of the Cold Spring 

Home Pride  Lions and 
Dick Bakken of the Cold 

Spring Lions.  

Richmond Lions 
Club V.P. Kurt 

Schackman and 
DG Diann Bel-

mont presented 
Hearing Re-

search Fellow-
ship plaques to 
Richmond Lions 
Club members 
Denis Torborg, 
Bob Schreifels, Tom SchneƩler 
& Butch Schwindel. Lions Denis 

Torborg 45 years, and Bob 
Schreifels 40 years, were 

acknowledged for their years 
of service to their community 

and Lions InternaƟonal. 

DG Diann presented membership Chevrons 
to a few Sauk Rapids Lions Members during 
her club visit-PCC Steve Hovanes and Lion 

Karen Hovanes 45 years, Lion Pete         
Ackerman, 10 years, and Lion Lori Steine-

mann 40 years! Thank You for your Service 
and dedicaƟon to your communiƟes and   

Lions InternaƟonal. 
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5M8 is very excited to welcome these new Lions to help us “SERVE” our communiƟes and world. We look for-
ward to working with you, side by side and striving to make a difference while having fun doing so. 

The list of new members is taken from the Lions InternaƟonal reports.  If a new member is not listed yet, it is 
due to when  Lions InternaƟonal receives the new member  informaƟon from the club. 

WELCOME NEW 5M8 LIONS MEMBERS 

Cody Hansmeyer   Browerville Lions Club 
Hesse Burau    Eden Valley Lions Club  
Jeorge Starkvich   Kimball Lions Club 
James Dahlheimer   Lincoln Scandia Valley Lions Club 
Lynda Dahlheimer   Lincoln Scandia Valley Lions Club 
Kit Girts     Lincoln Scandia Valley Lions Club 
LyneƩe Vavreck   Lincoln Scandia Valley Lions Club  
Holly Kramer    Long Prairie Lions Club 
Keith Feddema    Luxemburg Lions Club 
Kelly Feddema    Luxemburg lions Club 
Heidi Burger    Pine City Pine Area Lions Club 
Arnie Bona    Richmond Lions Club 
Mark Granger    Rock Creek Lions Club  
Jane Odgers    St Cloud Lions Club 
Rob Lane    Swanville Lions Club 

 
Lion Lyndon Johnson   Little Falls Lions Club 

5M8 Membership update as 
of   August 2026 

2735 Lions Members & 73 clubs 

41 members added in FY 

20 members dropped 

21 Net growth in FY 

-0.77 % net Growth in FY 

5M8  Service update 

August 2026  

314 overall acƟvity count 

120,070 overall people served in 
Fiscal Year 

10,529 overall volunteer hours In 
Fiscal Year 

68 % clubs reporƟng 

Lions InternaƟonal 
ConvenƟon support 
available: Contact 

Lion    Carrie 
Shofner@ 

davecarrie          
shoŌner@gmail.com 
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MD5M MulƟple ConvenƟon  

April 16-18, 2027 Kahler Hotel Rochester MN      

       April 28-30, 2028 Kelly Inn St Cloud   

  Lions InternaƟonal ConvenƟon 

DATES  TO REMEMBER 

 September 16-18, 2027   Huntsville Alabama 

September 21-23, 2028   Grand Rapids Michigan 

September 21-23, 2029  Shreveport Louisiana 

 

USA/CANADA  Forum 

 Our Vision To be the global leader in community          
and humanitarian service. 

Our Mission                                                                                                                                

To empower Lions clubs, volunteers, and partners to improve health and well-being, 

strengthen communities, and support those in need through humanitarian services and 

grants that impact lives globally, and encourage peace and international understanding.  

 July 2-6, 2027                Washington DC USA             
June 23-27, 2028               Singapore                                       
June 29-July 3, 2029   Minneapolis MN                     
June 28– July 2, 2030   San Antonio TX                                                   
July 4-8, 2031    Helsinki, Finland  

 

5M8 Midwinter ConvenƟon 
February 5-7, 2027 Kelly Inn St Cloud  

District Governor Diann events 

September 3rd Cold Spring Home Pride MeeƟng 
September 4th KidSight at the State Fair 
September 8th Eagle Bend Lions Club visit 
September 10th St. Cloud Lions Club visit 
September 11th Sauk Centre Lions Club Golf Tourna-
ment 
September 14th MarkeƟng-Tech -CommunicaƟon 
Meet St. Cloud GRRL 
September 16th Pierz Lions Club Visit 
September 19th Lake Harriet Vision Walk 
September 21 Lincoln-Scandia Motley Lions Club 
Visit 
September 24th Cold Spring Home Pride Bingo @ 
Winners 
September 28th Freeport Lions Club visit 
October 1st Cold Spring Home Pride Lions Club Meet 
October 3rd MN Lions Vision FoundaƟon @ Sauk 
Rapids Government Center 
October 5th Pine Area Lions Club visit 
October 8th Rock Creek Lions Club visit  
October 12th Isle Lions Club visit 
October 13th District 5M8 Mini Forum 
October 18th MLVF Honoring Sight 
October 19th Staples Host and "93" Lions Club visit 
October 21st Greenwald & Melrose Lions Club visit  
October 24th MLVF Thanksgiving for Vision -Holiday 
Inn, St. Cloud 
October 30th & 31 5M Council of Governors meet 
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 MN Lions Diabetes Foundation 

MN Lions Hearing Foundation     

Lion Bev Dolezal   patrickbevdolezal@gmail.com 

Lion Sheila Worm  sheila3angels@gmail.com 

LCIF  

PDG Frank Leidenfrost      frankandamyl35@gmail.com  218-820-2323 

IPDG Deb Bialke     liondebbialke@gmail.com 320-248-6704 

MN Lions Vision Foundation 

Lion Sherri Schmitz  allen.sherri.schmitz@gmail.com 

IPDG Zach Wosmek lionzachwosmek@gmail.com 

5M8 Leader Dog  

PDG Tracy Voigt  mnhomeof4@hotmail.com       320-630-1264 

MN Lions Childhood Cancer Foundation 

PDG Jeff Thompson    lionjeffthompson@gmail.com    

Lion Christine Wosmek  chriswosmek@gmail.com 

KIDSIGHT Lion Marty Breuer         mjbreuer@msn.com 

Lion Kathi Schmidt         kathilou1@hotmail.com 

PDG Tracy Voigt          mnhomeof4@hotmail.com 

Can Do Canines  

PDG Pete Kleingartner—C: 763-234-9126   
Lion Jean Euteneuer—C: 320-290-6991      
 

PDG Dave Thompson        dthompson7053@yahoo.com 

Lion Cathy Talberg  cathytalb95@gmail.com 

mpsaklein@live.com 

Environmental 

Lion Jack Frechette   jack.h.frechette@gmail.com 
 

euteneuer@charter.net 

Special Olympics Chairperson   Lion Rose Hansen                                        320-293-5441  

Lions Quest                                                                                                                                                               
Lion Keith Schleper       drschleper@gmail.com                               
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MN Lions Eyeglass Recycling Center 

Lion Bob Thompson    teddibob@gmail.com  612-390-2629    www.MNLERC.org  

Global Service Team Coordinators 

PDG Amy Leidenfrost  head coordinator  frankandamyl35@gmail.com  

PCC Debbi Harms (320-699-0393)  1lionlady@charter.net 

Leo’s  

Lion Trish Thiel   tltboots@yahoo.com 

Project New Hope 

Lion Dave Shofner  davecarrieshofner@gmail.com                                                                                           
Lion Adrian Feigl  alfeigl@outlook.com 

Global Leadership Coordinators 

PCC Jack Breitkreutz  jabre@izoom.net 

PCC Todd Neuman  deerhilltgn@gmail.com 

Global Membership Team Coordinators                                                                                                                     

IPDG Zach Wosmek      lionzachwosmek@gmail.com                                       
Lion Carrie Shofner     davecarrieshofner@gmail.com                                                                                                  

 Global Extension Team Coordinators                                                                                                                       
PDG Vince Thiel       vincethiel@yahoo.com                                               
Lion Trish Thiel       tltboots@yahoo.com                                                                           
Lion Peyton Herges      pherges2002@gmail.com                                                                                              

GMT Women’s & Family Specialist                                                                                                                 
Lion Cheri Appel               Cheri52appel@gmail.com                                        
PDG Donna Landwehr              billanddonnal@myctl.net                                           
PDG Bill Landwehr      billanddonnalw0@gmail.com 

GMT 5M8 Team 

Peace Poster/Essay 

Lion Becky Staneart  wonderwomanbls@aol.com                                                                                             
Lion Lisa Gohmen   Lisa.gohman@gmail.com 

Sheehan Foundation PDG Donna Landwehr  billanddonnal@myctl.net teamsheehan.foundation

Youth Exchange 

Lion Jess Radamacher     saukrapidsjess@gmail.com 

P.R. Chair Lion Donna Orstad                                                              orstadacres@gmail.com 
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Hall of Fame Award 
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Please send your events, announce-
ments, and photos to: 5M8 Newsletter 

Editor        

5M8Newsletter@gmail.com 

“The deadline to submit Articles, and 
notices for the District 5M8 Newslet-

ter is the 20th of each month “ 

Opportunities to grow! 

Websites to know 

Lions Club InternaƟonal: www: lionsclubs.org 

MulƟple District 5M: www: lionsmd5m.org 

District 5M8: www: lions5M8.org 

Lions Program Sites 

Can Do Canines: www: candocanines.org 

Childhood Cancer: www: MNlionschildhoodcancer.org 

KidsSight MD5M: www: lionsmd5m.org/lions-kidsight.html 

Lions Clubs InternaƟonal FoundaƟon (LCIF): www: lcif.org 

Leader Dog for the Blind: www: leaderdog.org 

MN Lions Diabetes FoundaƟon: www.mnlionsdiabetes.org 

MN Lions Eyeglass Recycling Center: www: MNLERC.org 

MN Lions Hearing FoundaƟon: www.5mhf.org 

MN Lions Vision FoundaƟon: www.mnlionsvisionfoundaƟon.org                                                          
Project New Hope: www: projectnewhope.net                                                                            
Sheehan FoundaƟon www.teamsheehan.foundaƟon 

 

2026-2027 Lions International Officers 

InternaƟonal Lion President Mark Lyon                     

Brookfield ConnecƟcut USA 

Immediate Past President Arvinder Pal Singh 

Kolkata India 

1st V.P. Dr Manoj Shah                                           
Nairobi Kenya 

2nd V.P. Tony Benbow South                                       
Vermont Australia 

3Rd V.P. C. Robert ReƩby 

Neuchatel, Switzerland 

District 5M8 Officers 

  District Governor Diann Belmont                         
lionpridecs@gmail.com 

Immediate Past District Governor 
Zach Wosmek                                           

lionzachwosmek@gmail.com 

1St VDG Marty Breuer                                        
mjbreuer@msn.com 

2nd VDG Kimberly Stommes 
kim@jssmn.com 

Secretary Colleen Rosenow, Watkins                
colleen.rosenow.5m8@gmail.com 

Treasurer David Thompson, Princeton                
dthompson7053@yahoo.com 

  

Lions University: Provided by the Forum since 2014, you can 
take all the courses you want for free, however graduaƟon   
requirement do include aƩendance at events                              
@ lionsuniversity.org 

Lions Learning InsƟtute: LCI’s online learning portal. 
@lionsclubs.org 

Lions Virtual: Ongoing Zoom educaƟonal and social acƟviƟes, 
and a mobile app that incorporates social sharing and other       
resources. 

Global Lions Forum: Facebook Group with great discussions on 
topics of interests to Lions. 
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