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Frank J. Leidenfrost, 91, passed away on Friday September 11, 2026 in Staples. 
Frank J. Leidenfrost was born to Frank W. and Cecilia Bolster Leidenfrost on May 20, 
1935, in LiƩle Falls, Minnesota. He and his brother, Kenneth, grew up on the family 
dairy farm east of LiƩle Falls. 
He aƩended Rural Country School through the fourth grade. He transferred to St. 
Mary’s Catholic School through the eighth grade. While in high school, Frank enjoyed 
playing baseball with his high school friends with the LiƩle Falls Westside Cowboys. 
Frank loved playing and coaching football. He began playing football at St. Mary’s and 
conƟnued to play at LiƩle Falls High School, where he was a tri-captain during his senior 
year. 
Upon graduaƟon from high school, he aƩended Moorhead State University and conƟn-
ued to play football. He served as co-captain of the 1957 team. While at Moorhead State, Frank served on the Student Com-
mission and as president his senior year. 
Frank enlisted in the Fargo Air NaƟonal Guard in 1957. He later transferred to the Fargo Army NaƟonal Guard, where he 
became the BaƩalion Supply Sergeant. While teaching in Waubun, he transferred to the Detroit Lakes Army NaƟonal Guard 
unit. He was the unit Supply Sergeant and aƩained the rank of Sergeant First Class. He was a member of the Motley Ameri-
can Legion. He was very proud of America and the U.S. military. 
He graduated from college in 1957. He began his teaching and coaching career at Waubun High School, where he taught 
Driver EducaƟon and Physical EducaƟon and coached football. While at Waubun, his football teams were undefeated for 
three consecuƟve years. 
While at Waubun, he met the love of his life, Amy. Frank and Amy were married in Menahga, Minnesota, on August 3, 
1963, at the AssumpƟon of Our Lady Catholic Church. They moved to Staples in 1966, where they both taught Physical Edu-
caƟon, and Frank coached football. Frank also taught Driver EducaƟon and was very proud of the passing percentage of his 
students. 
Frank and Amy both reƟred from teaching in 1995. However, Frank conƟnued to teach Driver EducaƟon for several more 
years. 
Frank was very involved with the Staples Host Lions Club. He served in most posiƟons of the Staples club and began serving 
at the district level as a zone chairman and vice district governor. He was District Governor from 1998–1999. He was very 
involved in the MN Hearing FoundaƟon and Lions Clubs InternaƟonal FoundaƟon. He received many Lions awards, including 
being a Progressive Melvin Jones Fellow. 
Frank was also a member of the Staples Hi-Rise Board of Commissioners, where he served as board chairman. He truly en-
joyed working with the board and employees. 
He and Amy were involved with the Staples Area Food Shelf since 1985. They helped unload the monthly Second Harvest 
delivery truck and stocked shelves weekly. The food shelf involvement was one way of giving back to their Staples commu-
nity. 
Frank also ushered at Sacred Heart Catholic Church for many years. He enjoyed meeƟng and visiƟng with people, and ush-
ering provided many opportuniƟes to do so. 
Frank was so blessed to have had a work career that he enjoyed, a loving wife, Amy, and many opportuniƟes to enjoy life, 

which he did to the max. 
 Frank’s parents and brother Kenneth preceded him to the Lord’s  calling. 
He is survived by his wife, Amy; many nieces, nephews, grandnieces and 
grandnephews; and many friends. 
Burial will be at the Minnesota State Veterans Cemetery in LiƩle Falls, 
MN at a later date.  

PDG Frank J. Leidenfrost 
May 20, 1935 — Sep 11, 2026 

Oh how we will miss you Frank....well done good and faithful servant, 
rest in Peace Frank...  

On behalf of the Lions of District 5M8, please accept 
our deepest sympathy and our hearƞelt                  

appreciaƟon for you both. 
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Registration Form 

Lions 5M8 Mini Forum and Awards Banquet 

All Lions, Lionesses, and Leos are invited to attend the 5M8 Mini Forum 

Date: Tuesday, October 13, 2026 

Place: Jack & Jims  Duelm 

Time: Social Hour 5:30 PM          Dinner 6:30 PM        Program to Follow 

Menu: Roast Beef, Mashed potatoes, Gravy, with sides, coffee, water, and milk 

Special Dietary Requirements____________________________________________________ 

Registration: $29 Per Person if registered before September 29, 2026. 

 $31 after cutoff with October 6, 2026 the deadline 

Make checks payable to District 5M8.  

Mail registration form with payment to: 

1VDG Marty Breuer    2454 Rainbow St.     Brook Park , MN  55007 

 For additional information: 

Please contact me at mjbreuer@msn.com or call 320-336-8600 

Guest Speaker: Dr. Jim Molde  from Kidsight 

Lions/Leos and Guests Title/Name 

___________________________________________ Club_______________________________ 

___________________________________________Club_______________________________ 

___________________________________________ Club_______________________________ 

___________________________________________Club_______________________________ 

___________________________________________ Club_______________________________ 

___________________________________________ Club_______________________________ 

Please use the back to add more registrant names.  
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Porch Notes from District Governor Diann  
Lions of District 5M8                                                                                                        
Giving Thanks, Honoring Service, and Looking Toward Our Future                                                                                                                                                                                               
Dear Lions of District 5M8,                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
First, I want to begin by saying thank you for the rain we received this past week! After the dry conditions many of our 
communities have experienced, the rain was certainly welcomed. It is a wonderful reminder of how much we depend 
upon our communities, our environment, and one another.                                                                                                                                    
As I travel throughout District 5M8, I continue to be reminded of the incredible commitment our Lions have to serving 
others and strengthening our communities. 
 
Remembering PDG Frank Leidenfrost                                                                                                                                   
This past month has also brought a time of sadness as we remember and honor PDG Frank Leidenfrost. Frank served 
the District 5M8 Cabinet for many years, including as our Hearing Foundation Coordinator and LCIF Coordinator. His 
commitment to Lions and to helping clubs make a difference was truly remarkable. As LCIF Coordinator, Frank worked 
with clubs to assist them in understanding the grant process, applying for grants, and celebrating when those grants 
were obtained. He took great pride in helping clubs complete the necessary steps and submit the proper documenta-
tion and administration. Frank understood that LCIF grants were not simply about paperwork—they were about turn-
ing Lions' ideas into meaningful service for their communities. His knowledge, encouragement, friendship, and dedi-
cation will be deeply missed.                                                                                                                                                                
Honoring Frank's Legacy                                                                                                                                                                                 
If your Lions Club would like to honor PDG Frank's memory, I encourage you to consider making a donation to the Li-
ons Clubs International Foundation (LCIF) in his name. A gift to LCIF would be a meaningful way to remember Frank 
and continue supporting the humanitarian work that meant so much to him. 
 
Remembering His Partner in Service We also cannot forget Frank's partner and the love of his life, PDG Amy. 
Amy continues to serve District 5M8 as our GST, and she continues to make a difference through her dedication to 
Lions and to our communities. She has also been instrumental in assisting with the Lion Quest grant obtained for the 
Staples area schools.  This is an exciting opportunity for Lions to support young people through the Lion Quest pro-
gram and to strengthen our relationship with our local schools.                                                                                                                
I encourage Lions throughout District 5M8 to reach out to your school administrators and ask whether the district 
would be interested in having an informational meeting about Lion Quest and the possibility of incorporating Lion 
Quest into the curriculum. This is a wonderful example of how Lions can work together with educators to support stu-
dents and build stronger communities. 
 
Congratulations to Princeton and Duelm Lions!                                                                                                                    
I would also like to extend a very special congratulations to the Princeton Lions and Duelm Lions on receiving an LCIF 
grant to assist with the construction of an inclusive playground in Princeton!   What a wonderful example of Lions 
working together to make a lasting difference in the lives of children and families. An inclusive playground creates an 
opportunity for children of different abilities to play, participate, connect, and have fun together. This project demon-
strates exactly what can happen when Lions see a community need and work together to find a solution. Congratula-
tions to both clubs on this outstanding accomplishment!                                 Continued on page 5…..                                                                                                                         
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And I encourage other clubs in District 5M8 to look at the needs in your own communities and consider how an LCIF grant 
might help turn a great Lions idea into a meaningful community project.    

Growing Lions in Collegeville                                                                                                                                              
There are also exciting things happening as we look toward the future of Lions in District 5M8. We are reaching out to the 
Collegeville area, including St. John's University and the College of Saint Benedict. We are beginning conversations with 
university staff, professors, and students about the possibility of forming a new Lions club. What an exciting opportunity 
this could be! Our colleges and universities are filled with young people who have ideas, energy, talents, and a desire to 
make a difference. I encourage Lions to support this effort as we explore ways to introduce these students and university 
communities to the Lions mission. New relationships create new possibilities. And perhaps among those students and fac-
ulty are future Lions leaders who will carry our mission forward for many years to come. 
 

District 5M8 Mini Forum Please mark your calendar and plan to attend our:                                                                                                                

District 5M8 Mini Forum, Date: October 13, 2026 Place: Jack & Jim’s, Duelm, Minnesota. This will be a wonderful 
opportunity for Lions from throughout the district to come together, learn, share ideas, and celebrate one another. We 
will also be recognizing club awards and honors. Please make plans to join us. Your participation helps make our district 
stronger, and it gives us an opportunity to celebrate the great work being done by Lions throughout District 5M8. 
 
Midwinter Convention 2027                                                                                                                                                            
Planning is also underway for the District 5M8 MidWinter Convention!                                                                                                      
February 5–7, 2027 Place: Kelly Inn, St. Cloud, Minnesota  We are looking forward to bringing Lions together 
for a great weekend of fellowship, learning, recognition, and Lions service. There is one important reminder regarding 
lodging:  The St. Cloud Youth Basketball Tournament will be held the same weekend, and the Kelly Inn staff has 
advised us that rooms are expected to fill quickly with families attending the tournament. Please consider regis-
tering for your hotel room early. The hotel has indicated that there is no charge if a room needs to be canceled, 
so reserving early can help ensure that you have a room for the convention. Don't wait until the last minute! 
 
Looking Ahead Together                                                                                                                                                 
As your District Governor, I am encouraged by what I see happening throughout District 5M8. We are remembering the 
Lions who built our district. We are supporting the Lions who are serving today .And we are creating opportunities for the 
Lions who will serve tomorrow. From supporting our schools and communities, to expanding Lion Quest, to exploring new 
clubs at our colleges and universities, there are so many opportunities before us. Our challenge is to continue asking:   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Who can we serve?                                                                                                                                                                                                     
Who can we invite?                                                                                                                                                                                       
Who can we develop as a leader?                                                                                                                                                    
What can we accomplish together?                     
                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Every Lion has a role .Every club has something valuable to contribute .And every community has people who can benefit 
from the work of Lions. Thank you for everything you do for Lions, for your communities, and for the people we serve .I 
look forward to seeing you throughout the district and especially at our upcoming Mini Forum and MidWinter Conven-
tion. Together, let's continue to grow Lions, develop leaders, strengthen our communities, and serve with purpose.                                                                                                             
With appreciation and in Lions service, 
 
DG Diann Bellmont 
District Governor 
Lions District 5M8 
We Serve! 
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2026-2027 District Governor 
      Club Visit Request Form 
  

 Date Requested:_______________________________ 

 Club RequesƟng:______________________________ 

 Preferred Date:________________________________ 

   Alternate Date:________________________________ 

                                                                                                                                
Address of MeeƟng:_________________________________________________________ 

Social:_______________Meal:______________ MeeƟng Time:________________ 

DG Aƫre (Circle) : DG Suit or Lions Business Casual 

Point of Contact for Visit:_____________________________________________ 

Preferred Phone #:_____________________ Email: ________________________ 

List if more than one Club is aƩending: 

 Club Name:     Pres/Sec/Treasurer Names: 

 

 

Special Requests/InducƟons:__________________________________________________ 

 

My Chosen ChariƟes:             Diann Bellmont 
LCIF                       15433 - 241ST Street 
MN LIONS VISION FOUNDATION      Cold Spring, MN 56320 
MN LIONS DIABETES FOUNDATION      Email: LIONPRIDECS@GMAIL.COM 
            Cell: (320)492-1974 
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1st Vice District Governor Marty Breuer 

 

 

Marty Breuer,                                                             
1st District Vice Governor, 5M8 

From the desk of Marty Breuer 1VDG 5M8/KidSight Director 5M8 

 

September was an exciƟng month with The KidSight screenings at the State Fair, an invite to Lion Teddi 
Thompson’s zone meeƟng and a trip to Michigan to tour the Leader Dog facility. 

I want to thank all of those who volunteered to screen kids at the State Fair Sept 
4th.  The number of kids screened was down from last year and I feel that could 
have been that school started before Labor Day.  The important thing to remem-
ber is that if we screen 350 or 300 kids the ones, we find needing eye care is a win.   
I know it is a long way away but remember the Friday before Labor Day is 5M8’s 
day to shine.  Other acƟviƟes with KidSight is it is strong and we have dedicated team of Lions to do 
what they do best and serve.  As always, I am looking to do refresher training and first Ɵmer training.  I 

do hope that individuals took advantage of the Zoom training that our MD5M KidSight Director Dr. Molde presented 
this past month. 

Now changing gears to 1VDG side of the fence, I was invited to Zone 1 meeƟng.  Lion Teddi does a fantasƟc 

job geƫng her clubs together. There were 7 clubs in aƩendance with 71 members present.  All of the clubs are ex-
tremely acƟve in    a variety of service projects that support their local communiƟes.  Besides bringing her clubs up to 
date on what is happening at the district level all clubs share their story.  They also conduct raffles to raise funds for 
other projects. PDG Todd talked about being rooted in service and with that the posiƟve effect that can have on gain-
ing and retaining members.   

The Leader Dog facility is something every Lion should experience. Our group took the 34th tour of the year. In 
addiƟon to training guide dogs, Leader Dog offers three programs that help people who are blind or have low vision 
live without barriers. Through the Guide Dog program, individuals are matched with highly trained dogs, and each pair 
trains together in varied situaƟons based on the individual’s current and future needs. The OrientaƟon and Mobility 
program teaches people to use a white cane to understand where they are, choose where they want to go, and travel 
safely to their desƟnaƟon. We experienced part of this training by wearing blindfolds and navigaƟng a short course 
with white canes. Teen Summer Camp gives parƟcipants opportuniƟes to enjoy acƟviƟes, explore mobility opƟons, 
develop leadership skills, and build friendships with peers who face similar challenges. About 20% of people who use 
Leader Dogs are totally blind. Five guest speakers shared their experiences. One has 20/25 vision when looking 
straight ahead, but their usable field of vision was like looking through a paper towel tube. We ended the day with 
dinner in the dark, wearing blindfolds to experience eaƟng without sight. 

October 1 – 8 clubs are encouraged to support the Leader Dog program.  Individuals receiving the services of 
the program do not pay for anything.  All of the cost is taken care of by the generous donaƟons of Lions.  LifeƟme giv-
ing from MD5M has been $6,853,855.62. 

Remember our moƩo “We Serve” 
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2nd Vice District Governor Kimberly Stommes  
 

 

WHY I SAID YES 
 
AŌer more than 20 years as a Lion, I have learned that leadership does not begin when 
someone hands you a Ɵtle. It begins the first Ɵme you recognize a need and decide that you 
can help. At least that is what my grandparents and parents (also Lions) taught me! I have 
shared before and I conƟnue to share that my Grandfather Cy Reinert was a PDG and I love 
that I am able to follow in his footsteps!  
 
Throughout my years in Lions, I have watched ordinary people accomplish extraordinary 
things. I have seen Lions organize fundraisers, support families facing unimaginable circum-
stances, provide resources for children, and quietly meet needs that might otherwise have 
gone unnoƟced. Time and again, Lions step forward, not because we have unlimited Ɵme or 
resources, but because we care. 
 
That is why I said yes to serving as your Second Vice District Governor. 
 
I did not accept this role because I have all the answers. I accepted because I believe in what 
Lions accomplish together. I want to learn from our clubs, celebrate their successes, help 
them navigate challenges, and encourage more people to discover the purpose and friend-
ships that Lions has given me. 
Leadership is not about standing in front of others. It is about standing beside them. It is lis-
tening, encouraging, connecƟng people with resources, and someƟmes simply asking, “How 
can I help?” 
During this Lions year, I hope you will share your stories with me. Tell me what makes your 
club special. Tell me what is working, what is difficult, and what dreams your club has for the 
future. 
 
Together, we can make an even greater difference. 
 
We Serve! 
Lion Kimberly Stommes 
Second Vice District Governor 
Kimberly.stommes@gmail.com 
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Looking for- Eyeglass Recycling Chair to 
take over the Lions Eyeglass Recycling 
Center program.  Contact DG Diann @ 

dibellmont@gmail.com for further      
informaƟon and quesƟons. 

Help Needed ! 
District 5M8 is seeking Lions leaders to serve as 
Zone Chairpersons for Zone 6 . This is a great oppor-
tunity to support clubs, encourage communicaƟon, 
strengthen leadership and help clubs succeed 
throughout the district. A Zone  Chairperson serves 
as a link between the clubs in the zone and the dis-
trict leadership. In this role you will:                                                                                     
*Lead Zone meeƟngs (3 annually), Support club 
health and growth *Encourage service, leadership 
and membership development, *Help strengthen 
communicaƟon between clubs and district leader-
ship. 

If you enjoy working with others. SupporƟng local 
clubs and helping Lions make an even greater im-
pact, this may be the perfect opportunity for you.  

If you are interested in serving as Zone Chairperson 
for Zone 5 or Zone 6 or would like to recommend a 
qualified Lions, please contact District5M8 Leader-
ship Team.                                                                        

PCC Jack Breitkreutz jabre@izoom.net 

PCC Todd Neuman deerhilltgn@gmail.com 

 

 

Step up, get involved, & help 

make a difference across   

District 5M8! 

Cabinet MeeƟng 
dates: 

Monday              
November 30 

Monday          
March 29 

East side VFW           
St. Cloud                                                    
5 pm social                                                                        

5:30 FoundaƟon                                                                       
6 pm meal                                                                        

6:30 meeƟng   

E club house link: https://
app.e.roar.lionsclubs.org/e/es?
s=94443966&e=3034011&elqTrackId=320bc4c471
18450db330ff5e51511b5f&elq=05fab2130cb9441e
a0331e4d6f5fe878&elqaid=51646&elqat=1&elqak
=8AF5BD01E6B1E8724795057006948A2BCB49B
81330E2B2ECB0418169D2AAB3CBF74B  

IMPORTANT E-Clubhouse informaƟon 

This is the link to the e-clubhouse informaƟon. 
For those clubs who are using the 1st version, 
they have first access to this. Great informaƟon 
to make sure your clubs are aware. Please high-
light, copy, paste on your home page and hit en-
ter to take you to Lions InternaƟonal for further 
important informaƟon. Highlight and click open 
link to read this important informaƟon  
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Jack Jims Event Center in Duelm 

Duelm Lions 8th Annual Purse Bingo 

Saturday November 14th 2026 
Doors open at 11:00am & Bingo starts at 1:00pm 

 
Presale Ɵckets available at Jack & Jim's from the bartender 

$40 CASH ONLY. 1 package per Ɵcket. Tickets are not availa-
ble online. (Don’t get scammed) Must have cash for Bingo-

ATM on site.  
Get your Ɵckets early! Event has sold out precious years!! 

Packets are $40 for 20 rounds +1 blackout. You may purchase  
addiƟonal blackout games if desired. 

Prizes will include Coach, Michael Kors, Kate Spade & cash 
when/if needed. We will also have Tip Boards & a 50/50 

drawing. 
All proceeds help the Duelm Lions Club give back to the     

community. 
Thank you for your support and hope to see you on the 14th!!  
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Hearing FoundaƟon Trustees Bev Dolezal and Sheila Worm  are working to obtain a cur-
rent list of all the Audiometers in the District.  If your club has an audiometer please let 

us know and send your contact informaƟon to the email address below. Also, there is an 
upcoming Hearing Screening event to be held on September 29th at the Long Prairie Ele-

mentary School where we will be geƫng some solid training from our mentor Bob Harms 
while supporƟng the hearing health of our youth in Long Prairie.   You’re 5M8 Hearing 

Trustees: 
  Sheila Worm         Bev Dolezal 
sworm@OldRepublicTitle.com     patrickbevdolezal@gmail.com 

Hello Lions of 5M8, 
When someone experiences vision loss, the medical diagnosis is only part of the story. What happens next? 
 In the latest episode of Taking the Lead, Alyssa and I sit down with Dr. Joshua Robinson, a Doctor of Optometry 
specializing in low vision and advocate for comprehensive vision rehabilitaƟon, to explore what it means to 
adapt and adjust to changes in vision. 
Dr. Robinson shares his journey into low vision care and explains how rehabilitaƟon, assisƟve technology, educa-
Ɵon and community support can help people conƟnue doing the things that bring meaning to their lives. 
The conversaƟon also highlights an important gap in care: someone may be told that nothing more can be done 
medically, while sƟll having significant challenges with everyday acƟviƟes. That’s where rehabilitaƟon and collab-
oraƟon with organizaƟons like Leader Dogs for the Blind can help provide a path forward.  
At Leader Dog, we believe vision loss doesn’t have to mean giving up on independence.  
 P.S. If you'd like to share this story with others, feel free to forward this email or direct them to our podcast 
page. 
Thank you for listening and for being part of the Leader Dog community. 
 
If you need a speaker for your club, please reach out to me Tracy Voigt 320-630-1264 
mnhomeof4@hotmail.com   I also have access to a puppy   Shil-
hoh to bring to the meeƟng. 
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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR 5M8 GLOBAL SERVICES TEAM 
 OCTOBER IS ALL ABOUT VISION! 

 

Fall is in the air, and it’s time to turn our attention to one of the most important gifts we 
can help protect—SIGHT!  

 

MD5M OCTOBER SERVICE FOCUS 
Our goal is for every club in Multiple District 5M to complete a service project celebrating Vision this 
month. The October Service Challenge is also a goal for Lions International this month as well. 
Choose one—or get creative! 
World Sight Day — October 8, 2026     International White Cane Day — October 18, 2026 
Your project doesn’t have to be complicated. Every act of service counts! Consider these service pro-
jects: 
· Collecting used eyeglasses 
· Hosting a KidSight vision screening 
· Supporting individuals who are blind or visually impaired 
· Partnering with another organization on a vision-related project 
· Creating your own project that brings the gift of sight into focus 
Whatever you choose, SERVE IT, REPORT IT, and SHARE IT! 
 

SHOW US YOUR SERVICE! 
September’s MD5M service focus was Childhood Cancer. 
Did your club make a difference?  Your 5M8 Global Services Team wants to hear about it! 
Did you complete a project? Did you report it in the Lions Portal? Did you take pictures? Do you have a 
great story to share?  We want to celebrate YOU! 
 
SAVE THE DATES-SERVICE WITH PURPOSE 
Start planning now for each month’s MD5M monthly service focus: 
Month   Service Focus 
November   Diabetes 
December   Humanitarian  
January    LCIF 
February   youth-International & MD5M Service Focus 
March    Hunger 
April    Vision/Hearing Screenings 
May    Humanitarian/Mental Health 
June    Environment-International & MD5M Service Focus 

LET’S MAKE OCTOBER COUNT!       Serve.    Report.    Share.    Celebrate. 
Together, we can make a difference—one project, one club, and one community at a time! 

 
Remember: If you don’t report it, we can’t count it—and if you don’t share it, we can’t celebrate it! 

We can’t wait to see—and celebrate—what YOU do for Vision this October!  
 
PCC Debbi Harms    PDG Amy Leidenfrost  
5M8 Global Services Team  5M8 Global Services Team Leader  
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As Thanksgiving for Vision approaches, the Min-
nesota Lions Vision FoundaƟon encourages all 
Lions clubs to parƟcipate in this special day cele-
braƟng the giŌ of sight. Please remember that 
the RSVP deadline is October 7th. We hope each 
club will send two members, along with its Helen 
Keller Award recipients, to be part of this mean-
ingful event. Thanksgiving for Vision is an oppor-
tunity to learn how the generosity of Minnesota 
Lions has made a difference in the lives of people 
affected by vision loss. Throughout the day, you 
will hear from physicians who work in vision care 
and research, a corneal transplant recipient who 
has experienced restored sight, and families who 
have chosen to donate a loved one’s eyes so that 
someone else could see. Along with these inspir-
ing stories, aƩendees will enjoy a delicious meal 
and have the opportunity to parƟcipate in our 
Silent AucƟon. A variety of baskets will be availa-
ble, with proceeds helping the Minnesota Lions 
Vision FoundaƟon conƟnue supporƟng vision-
related programs, services, research, educaƟon, 
and paƟent care. The Minnesota Lions Vision 
FoundaƟon also has an exciƟng project on the 
horizon — the new Lions Eye InsƟtute. This is a 
significant opportunity to invest in the future of 
vision care in Minnesota. We would be happy to 
visit your club or Zone meeƟng to share more 
about this exciƟng project and answer your 
quesƟons.  
We are also seeking donaƟons for the Silent Auc-
Ɵon. Clubs and individuals can donate a complet-
ed basket or monetary donaƟon. Monetary do-
naƟons will be used by MLVF to create addiƟon-
al baskets for the aucƟon. Monetary DonaƟons 
for the Silent AucƟon (TFV in the memo) can be 
sent to: 
Director Lion Sherri Schmitz by October 5th.  
27846 Sundance Lane, Cold Spring, MN 56320 
 
Both Lion Sherri and IPDG Zach will be accepƟng 
baskets - preferably by October 5th. Your support 
makes it possible for the Minnesota Lions to con-
Ɵnue giving the giŌ of sight. We hope you will 
join us for Thanksgiving for Vision! 

The Minnesota Lions Diabetes FoundaƟon. 

Diabetes touches families in every one of our communiƟes. 
Lions InternaƟonal recognizes diabetes as one of our global 
causes, encouraging Lions to raise awareness, promote pre-
venƟon, support screening, and improve the quality of life 
for people living with diabetes. 

Remember November 14 

As we approach World Diabetes Day on November 14, let's 
use this opportunity to bring greater awareness to diabetes 
in our communiƟes. 

--Perhaps your club can host an educaƟonal program, par-
Ɵcipate in a diabetes awareness acƟvity, support a local 
diabetes project, or simply make a donaƟon. 
 
Diann Bellmont 
DGE of District 5M8  
(320) 492-1974 
LionprideCS@gmail.com 

District 5M8 Clubs — DG Visit Scheduling 
CongratulaƟons to the 37 clubs that have already 
scheduled their Club Visit with the District Gover-
nor!  Thank you for geƫng your visit on the calen-
dar. 
For those clubs that have not yet selected a date, 
please take a moment to request and schedule 
your DG Club Visit. Seƫng the date early helps 
ensure a successful and meaningful visit for your 
club and members. 
Let’s get all District 5M8 clubs on the calendar!  
Thank you for your conƟnued service and com-
mitment to Lions. Together, we Serve!- 
 
Diann Bellmont 
DGE of District 5M8  
(320) 492-1974 
LionprideCS@gmail.com 
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The Donor RecogniƟon 
Sign is finally completed 
for the 2023 Sartell area

-Lions Inclusive Play-
ground project. The   

project includes an ADA 
Restroom with Adult 
Changing Table and a 
Shelter for (2) wheel-

chair-accessible picnic tables. The Donor Recog-
niƟon chair was Dennis Molitor of the Sartell 
Club. The three Lions Clubs: Sartell  LeSauk      

St. Stephen  
They are excited to announce that construcƟon 

has begun on the installaƟon on the new      
bathroom facility.  

Richmond President Heath Burg present-
ed membership chevrons to  Lion Gary 
Haberman for 40 years of Service, and 

along with Vice President Kurt Schackman  
presented membership chevron To Lion 
Dennis Dingmann for 15 years of Service  
to the Richmond community. President 
Hath Burg also presented a Hearing Re-
search Fellowship to Lion Leroy Ludwig, 

Avon Hills 
Lions helped 

screen       
students at 

the Long Prai-
rie High 

School.  Lions 
Mike & Cheri 
along with LP 

Lion Brian 
screened 141 students in 3 

hours! 

Staples ‘93 & 
Staples Lions 

made blankets 
for Fairview MN 
children’s cancer 
hospital. Great 

joint club       
venture. 
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Thank  you to those Lions 
that worked the Kidsight 
and Diabetes, Vision,& 

Hearing booths 
at the MN state 

fair!  

1St Vice District Governor Marty and part of his VDG group  
visited Leader Dog recently. 
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Lions InternaƟonal ConvenƟon 
support available:                                     

Contact Lion Carrie Shofner@ 

davecarrieshoŌner@gmail.com 

Frank Voigt is turning 94 
October 5, 2026,       

Happy Birthday Frank! 

Dear District 5M8, 
As promised is the informaƟon 
about some of the data we are 
collecƟng and analyzing from 
the enƟre KidSight Program. 
District 5M8 has historically 

screened the most children among all districts and 
has some of the lowest referral rates (8-9%) which is 
great! We have more detailed informaƟon to pre-
sent but will collate it all with Dennis and distribute 
it to each district.  
Thank you again for all that you do for vision screen-
ing! It was wonderful seeing all of the folks from 
5M8 volunteering and I look forward to seeing you 
at Honoring Sight and Thanksgiving for Vision.-- 
 
Best, 
Evan Chen, MD  
Haven Professorship in Glaucoma  
Director of Clinical Research, Department of Oph-
thalmology and Visual Neurosciences  
Assistant Professor of Ophthalmology, University of 
Minnesota 
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Email update for  treasurer/
Diabetes chair                                                       
PDG Dave Thompson: 

dthompson7053@yahoo.com 

Lions Zone 9 Christmas Social &           Zone Meeting  
The Lions of Zone 9, hosted by the Greenwald Lions Club, warmly invite all Lions of District 5M8 to join 

us for an evening of Christmas fellowship, food, and fun!  

Wednesday, December 9, 2026    Woody’s Bar & Grill — Greenwald, MN 

6:30 PM — Social Time 7:00 PM — Meal & Fellowship 

Meal: To be announced                     RSVP by November 30, 2026 
Come celebrate the Christmas season with fellow    Lions and enjoy some great fellowship as we gather 

for the Lions Zone 9 Meeting. 

We hope to see you there!  
Please RSVP by November 30 to: 

Lion Jack Kaschmitter—kaschjt@gmail.com 

DG Diann visited Pierz Lions 
and accepted a check for 

LCIF  in honor of PDG Frank   
Leidenfrost  and presented a 
15 year membership chevron  

to Lion Jeanie Flicker. 

Dg Diann and Council Chair Susan Krumery 
aƩended a joint Wine tasƟng event spon-

sored by the Melrose and Sauk Centre Lions 
clubs as well as supported fellow DG Jason 
Kerfeld from 5M4. two clubs, two districts 

for one cause! 
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5M8 is very excited to welcome these new Lions to help us “SERVE” our communiƟes and world. We look for-
ward to working with you, side by side and striving to make a difference while having fun doing so. 

The list of new members is taken from the Lions InternaƟonal reports.  If a new member is not listed yet, it is 
due to when  Lions InternaƟonal receives the new member  informaƟon from the club. 

WELCOME NEW 5M8 LIONS MEMBERS 

Tyler Birr    Albany Lions Club 
Lindsay Bearce   Avon Hills Lions Club 
Ross Wilke    Avon Hills Lions Club 
Courtney Wilke   Avon Hills Lions Club 
Jeremy Glieden   Belgrade Lions Club 
Zack Roelike    Belgrade Lions Club 
Clay Sandmeyer   Eagle Bend Lions Club 
Chad Stenson    Kimball Lions Club 
Melissa Stenson   Kimball Lions Club 
William Philippi   Luxemburg Lions Club 
Robert Larson    Mora Lions Club 
Don Kline    Pine City Lions Club 
Steve Meyer    Rockville Lions Club 
David Zaun    Rock Creek Lions Club  
KaƟe Anderson   Sauk Rapids Tinville Lions Club 
Gina Forcier    Sauk Rapids Tineville Lions Club  
Haley Rilea    Sturgeon Lake Lions Club  

PDG Frank Leidenfrost  Staples Lions Club  
Lion Edward Jordahl   Motley Lions Club 
Lion Paul Oman   Paynesville Lions Club 
Lion Joe Wollak   Rice Lions Club  
Lion Debra Koltes   Luxemburg Lions Club  

5M8 Membership update as 
of   September 2026 

2735 Lions Members & 73 clubs 

60 members added in FY 

39 members dropped 

21 Net growth in FY 

-0.77 % net Growth in FY 

5M8  Service update 

September 2026  

595 overall acƟvity count 

221,198 overall people served in 
Fiscal Year 

17,555 overall volunteer hours In 
Fiscal Year 

75% clubs reporƟng 
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Hall of Fame Award 
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MD5M MulƟple ConvenƟon  

April 16-18, 2027 Kahler Hotel Rochester MN      

       April 28-30, 2028 Kelly Inn St Cloud   

  Lions InternaƟonal ConvenƟon 

DATES  TO REMEMBER 

 September 16-18, 2027   Huntsville Alabama 

September 21-23, 2028   Grand Rapids Michigan 

September 21-23, 2029  Shreveport Louisiana 

 

USA/CANADA  Forum 

 Our Vision To be the global leader in community          
and humanitarian service. 

Our Mission                                                                                                                                

To empower Lions clubs, volunteers, and partners to improve health and well-being, 

strengthen communities, and support those in need through humanitarian services and 

grants that impact lives globally, and encourage peace and international understanding.  

 July 2-6, 2027                Washington DC USA             
June 23-27, 2028               Singapore                                       
June 29-July 3, 2029   Minneapolis MN                     
June 28– July 2, 2030   San Antonio TX                                                   
July 4-8, 2031    Helsinki, Finland  

 

5M8 Midwinter ConvenƟon 

February 5-7, 2027 Kelly Inn St Cloud  

District Governor Diann events 

September 28 Freeport Lions 
September 29 AM-Cold Spring Elementary KID-
SIGHT  PM -Zone 3 LiƩle Falls, MN 
September 30 Collegeville 
October 1 Cold Spring Home Pride Lions  
October 3 MN Lions Vision FoundaƟon- Sauk 
Rapids  
October 5 CS Home Pride ARC Blood Drive and 
Pine Area Lions 
October 8 Rock Creek Lions in Pine City 
October 10 GRANDDAUGHTER WEDDING  
October 12 Isle Lions  
October 13 District 5M8 Mini Forum in Duelm 
October 19 Staples Host & Staples 93 Lions  
October 21 Greenwald, Melrose & New Munich 
Lions 
October 24 Thanksgiving for Vision St. Cloud 
October 26 ConvenƟon planning meeƟng in Cold 
Spring  
October 30-31 COG MEETING in ALEXANDRIA, 
MN  
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Please send your events, announce-
ments, and photos to: 5M8 Newsletter 

Editor        

5M8Newsletter@gmail.com 

“The deadline to submit Articles, and 
notices for the District 5M8 Newslet-

ter is the 20th of each month “ 

Opportunities to grow! 

Websites to know 

Lions Club InternaƟonal: www: lionsclubs.org 

MulƟple District 5M: www: lionsmd5m.org 

District 5M8: www: lions5M8.org 

Lions Program Sites 

Can Do Canines: www: candocanines.org 

Childhood Cancer: www: MNlionschildhoodcancer.org 

KidsSight MD5M: www: lionsmd5m.org/lions-kidsight.html 

Lions Clubs InternaƟonal FoundaƟon (LCIF): www: lcif.org 

Leader Dog for the Blind: www: leaderdog.org 

MN Lions Diabetes FoundaƟon: www.mnlionsdiabetes.org 

MN Lions Eyeglass Recycling Center: www: MNLERC.org 

MN Lions Hearing FoundaƟon: www.5mhf.org 

MN Lions Vision FoundaƟon: www.mnlionsvisionfoundaƟon.org                                                          
Project New Hope: www: projectnewhope.net                                                                            
Sheehan FoundaƟon www.teamsheehan.foundaƟon 

 

2026-2027 Lions International Officers 

InternaƟonal Lion President Mark Lyon                     

Brookfield ConnecƟcut USA 

Immediate Past President Arvinder Pal Singh 

Kolkata India 

1st V.P. Dr Manoj Shah                                           
Nairobi Kenya 

2nd V.P. Tony Benbow South                                       
Vermont Australia 

3Rd V.P. C. Robert ReƩby 

Neuchatel, Switzerland 

District 5M8 Officers 

  District Governor Diann Belmont                         
lionpridecs@gmail.com 

Immediate Past District Governor 
Zach Wosmek                                           

lionzachwosmek@gmail.com 

1St VDG Marty Breuer                                        
mjbreuer@msn.com 

2nd VDG Kimberly Stommes 
kim@jssmn.com 

Secretary Colleen Rosenow, Watkins                
colleen.rosenow.5m8@gmail.com 

Treasurer David Thompson, Princeton                
dthompson7053@yahoo.com 

  

Lions University: Provided by the Forum since 2014, you can 
take all the courses you want for free, however graduaƟon   
requirement do include aƩendance at events                              
@ lionsuniversity.org 

Lions Learning InsƟtute: LCI’s online learning portal. 
@lionsclubs.org 

Lions Virtual: Ongoing Zoom educaƟonal and social acƟviƟes, 
and a mobile app that incorporates social sharing and other       
resources. 

Global Lions Forum: Facebook Group with great discussions on 
topics of interests to Lions. 
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 MN Lions Diabetes Foundation 

MN Lions Hearing Foundation     

Lion Bev Dolezal   patrickbevdolezal@gmail.com 

Lion Sheila Worm  sworm@OldRepublicTitle.com  

LCIF  

PDG Frank Leidenfrost      frankandamyl35@gmail.com  218-820-2323 

IPDG Deb Bialke     liondebbialke@gmail.com 320-248-6704 

MN Lions Vision Foundation 

Lion Sherri Schmitz  allen.sherri.schmitz@gmail.com 

IPDG Zach Wosmek lionzachwosmek@gmail.com 

5M8 Leader Dog  

PDG Tracy Voigt  mnhomeof4@hotmail.com       320-630-1264 

MN Lions Childhood Cancer Foundation 

PDG Jeff Thompson    lionjeffthompson@gmail.com    

Lion Christine Wosmek  chriswosmek@gmail.com 

KIDSIGHT Lion Marty Breuer         mjbreuer@msn.com 

Lion Kathi Schmidt         kathilou1@hotmail.com 

PDG Tracy Voigt          mnhomeof4@hotmail.com 

Can Do Canines  

PDG Pete Kleingartner—C: 763-234-9126   
Lion Jean Euteneuer—C: 320-290-6991      
 

PDG Dave Thompson        dthompson7053@yahoo.com 

Lion Cathy Talberg  cathytalb95@gmail.com 

mpsaklein@live.com 

Environmental 

Lion Jack Frechette   jack.h.frechette@gmail.com 
 

euteneuer@charter.net 

Special Olympics Chairperson   Lion Rose Hansen                                        320-293-5441  

Lions Quest                                                                                                                                                               
Lion Keith Schleper       drschleper@gmail.com                               
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MN Lions Eyeglass Recycling Center 

Lion Bob Thompson    teddibob@gmail.com  612-390-2629    www.MNLERC.org  

Global Service Team Coordinators 

PDG Amy Leidenfrost  head coordinator  frankandamyl35@gmail.com  

PCC Debbi Harms (320-699-0393)  1lionlady@charter.net 

Leo’s  

Lion Trish Thiel   tltboots@yahoo.com 

Project New Hope 

Lion Dave Shofner  davecarrieshofner@gmail.com                                                                                           
Lion Adrian Feigl  alfeigl@outlook.com 

Global Leadership Coordinators 

PCC Jack Breitkreutz  jabre@izoom.net 

PCC Todd Neuman  deerhilltgn@gmail.com 

Global Membership Team Coordinators                                                                                                                     

IPDG Zach Wosmek      lionzachwosmek@gmail.com                                       
Lion Carrie Shofner     davecarrieshofner@gmail.com                                                                                                  

 Global Extension Team Coordinators                                                                                                                       
PDG Vince Thiel       vincethiel@yahoo.com                                               
Lion Trish Thiel       tltboots@yahoo.com                                                                           
Lion Peyton Herges      pherges2002@gmail.com                                                                                              

GMT Women’s & Family Specialist                                                                                                                 
Lion Cheri Appel               Cheri52appel@gmail.com                                        
PDG Donna Landwehr              billanddonnal@myctl.net                                           
PDG Bill Landwehr      billanddonnalw0@gmail.com 

GMT 5M8 Team 

Peace Poster/Essay 

Lion Becky Staneart  wonderwomanbls@aol.com                                                                                             
Lion Lisa Gohmen   Lisa.gohman@gmail.com 

Sheehan Foundation PDG Donna Landwehr  billanddonnal@myctl.net teamsheehan.foundation

Youth Exchange 

Lion Jess Radamacher     saukrapidsjess@gmail.com 

P.R. Chair Lion Donna Orstad                                                              orstadacres@gmail.com 
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